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“Children who never have a story read to 
them, who never hear words that rhyme, who 
never imagine fighting with dragons or 
marrying a prince, have the odds 
overwhelmingly against them.”
                                         Maryanne Wolf

“Our aim is for pupils to find, long after their 
time with us, that the English skills they have 
developed will continue to widen their options 
and underpin their successes, whatever their 
future path in life may be.

Our aim is for all children to be accurate, 
fluent, confident readers who love to 
read.



Presentation Objectives

• To equip you with sufficient knowledge of how your child’s reading skills will 

be developed further in year 1.

• Provide you with a clear outline of our expectations for supporting learning 

at home.

• Give you an outline of the systems and routines within year 1. 

• Share how you can find out more about your child’s learning throughout the 

year. 



Daily Phonics and Reading Lessons

Scan me to go to the 

speed sound lesson for 

‘are’



Special Friends 

Digraphs and trigraphs 

A diagraph is two letters combined to make a single 

sound in written or spoken English. 

“Two letters, one sound”

A trigraph is three letters combined to make a single 

sound in written or spoken English. 

“Three letters, one sound”

We call these ‘special friends’ 



Speed Sounds Set 2



Speed Sounds Set 3



Routine for new or unfamiliar words

Special friends, Fred talk, read the word



Reading Books

Core 

Story 

Books

Book Bag Books

Pick your own’ 

Library books
We change our library books 

once a week, if it has been 

signed off as ready to return. 

Our ‘library book changing 

day’ is a ThursdayOur phonic books are changed once a week on 

a Wednesday. Please keep a reading log in the 

red reading book providing feedback about your 

child's reading progress.



Reading in the Classroom

•Text rich environment – signs, labels, names 

and invitations to explore.

• Book corner with books linked to the 

topic.

• Story time – Children will be read to every  

day which develops their love of reading 

and language acquisition.

• Poetry Basket– listening to poems, learning 

actions and reciting them with expression



What can I do to help? 
1. Practise the sounds and phrases

2. Practise reading sounds speedily - ‘review, review, review’

3. Use ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’,  read the word’ to read words

Scan me to watch a 

speed sound lesson 



Free Video Tutorials (ruthmiskin.com)



One of the most important jobs for parents is to read to your child, read with your 

child…read every day. Here is a link to a recommended list of 50 books to read to your 

reception age child. https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-1

https://www.booksfortopics.com/year-1


Year 1 Class Organisation
Morning tasks are provided in our 'Word Wizard' folders for 

when pupils arrive in the classroom, making this time extremely 

valuable for revisiting key skills in phonics, handwriting and 

English skills.

Seating arrangements in the classroom are not 

fixed, and pupils may change positions for 

different lessons.

Year 1 have their PE lesson with the PE coaches 

first lesson on a Monday morning and on a 

Thursday afternoon. You can support your child by 

supporting them to do their tie and top buttons 

independently.



How will I know what my child is 
learning?

Curriculum Newsletter – contains 

ideas for creative homework

School Website 

Knowledge Mats 



Year 1 Home Learning

Maths Whizz Open Morning 

/ Parent Meeting – Friday 

10th November 8:45am 

– 9:30am 

3 gems per week

Reading Response Challenge Spellings



Top Tigers



Class Shop



PE and the kit required 

School PE Polo Shirt School PE Fleece

Plain Navy PE Shorts

Plain Navy PE joggers

Black pumps

Trainers

Draw-string bag (named)



Parental Support – Keeping Safe and 
Healthy

• School website 

• Parental support page

• Safeguarding assemblies

• Safeguarding newsletters 



How can you help?
• We encourage you to hear your child read every day – this could be the core storybook or book bag 

book.

• When they read the core story book – praise them! They have already done all the hard work in 

school, so please avoid saying ‘this book is too easy!’ 

• Read to you child – try your best to add a ‘story voice’ to colour the story and the characters.  

• Watch your body language – share enthusiasm (even if you are faking it!)

• BE RELAXED – make reading time special. Enjoy a bedtime story to develop the love of books and 

foster language development. 

• Visit mathswhizz.com and encourage your child to complete 3 progressions (gems) BLUE gems and 

3 Retention gems RED each week. 



Dates for your 
diary…coming soon

Maths Whizz Open Morning/Parent Meeting– Year 1 and Year 2 
Parents – Led by Andy Clay from Maths Whizz in school – Friday 10th 
November 2023 

Parents’ Evening – Wednesday 8th November and Tuesday 
14th November 2023

Infant Concert – Wednesday 6th December 1:30pm and 
Thursday 7th 9:30am 

Y1 Phonics Screening Check – Statutory assessment – Week 
commencing 10th June 2024 (meeting in May – letter to follow)



Free Online resources

• Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page: http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/

• Ruth Miskin Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

• Free e-books for home reading: http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


“Teach a child to read and keep that child 
reading and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.”

Jeanette Winterson

Q&A
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